Contents

CONLENLS..c.vruireeireitreieieiereeeseeseae ettt ssse s sessssessesesacs 3
Benedictory INOLE ...t ssssssssssssassssssssssssasens 7
About Bharath Gyan...................... 9
FOrEWOId. ..ottt sssssss s s esenns 11
Preface coueuueueeeceecietieteeeiieeseese ettt 15
Acknowledgements ... 19

The Mothers of KriShna......cceecceeeececreeeeeceeeeeeese e esssesenens 23
| D 1Y TR 23
B L) (oY b TSRt 24
| I L VA 7 ) TR 24
Pastimes of Young Krishna........ccc.cucrivrncincriniccicininne. 25
Kalinga Nardhana - Dancing on a Snake..........coovveiniiininiiininciniciinene. 25
Krishna and the GOPpi ...t icissscininnes 29
Jala Kreeda — A Play in Water..........ccovuereininicininiciiicccccencnecesenenes 32
The Gopa and Gopi ...........cueeveeveneeecriniiicniicec e 34
The Reality — A Pre-Teen Krishna .....c.ccoeceeinicniniicnniicnniccinnccncnneenne 34
Cherishing Pranks ........ccooviviiiniiininiiiiiicccccena 35
The 16,100 DamSELSs .......ccevverirerirerererererererssesssesssesssesssessssesessesssenes 37
Did Krishna marry 16100 Women? ..........coccevvevievieruencninniinninneniesuesenennnnes 37
Contents

3



4

A Similar STEUATION ..eccvveeeeeereeeeeireeeeereeeeeertreeeesaeeeeessseeseessssesssssaesessssaesens 40

The 8 Wives of KriShNa ......ccceeeieeeeeeecceeceeeeeeeeeeceeereeseesesevesenesenenes 41
Krishna’s Eight Wives — Ashta Bharya 41
Wives With a Difference........ccveeeeeieeeeeeiineeieeeeieeeecereeeeeeeeeeeeessessesesesseeenns 47
Reasons for Multiple Marriages .........ccooveveienienienininiiinicinnicnieneneeenees 47

Who was Radha?....eceeeeeee s sesess s essas e sesenns 49
Historical Radha........ccccoieiiieiiieieciieececieeecccereseccreeeeecneeeceenneeeesraeessnnaeas 50
Popularization of Radha .......cccoevuivinininiiiiniiiininniiiiicicce, 51
Meaning of Radha 53
Radha — Understanding her in 3 ways ........cocevvevivinininiiniiniincncncnenninns 61
The Beauty in Radha.......ccoccvveiiiniiniiiniininiiiniiiciicncincnecesenenes 63

The Govardhan Giri Episode — Lifting A Mountain.........c.c.cccueueee. 65
Ground Reality........ccoociiiiiiiiiiiiiiici s 66
Lifting Mountains .........cocoevuiiiiniiincniiiiiicsceeessesessaessesenns 68
Go-ing Towards Knowledge .........ccovevuriiminiiininiiiniiiiiiccciciccicnne, 69

The Parting Of Yamuna — A Miracle?.........cccouvnevnerunncnnereccinennne. 71
The Yamuna Crossing .........ccoeeiievveincnriniiiniiinnennecnnenseessesesessesssessessenes 71
The Red Sea Crossing from the Bible .........cccoevivviniiininiiininincnnicncniinenes 72
A WINA SEt DOWN..ciouiiiiicieieictieecctee et ccetrreecearreeeeseeesssssseeesssseeeenns 73
Miracle 0N YamUna.....coooouvvveeeeeeieeeeiiiiieeeeeeeeeeesnseeeeseeeeeeessssssssssesesessssssssees 75
Mystifying Miracles........coocoviiviiviinininininiiiiiciie s 76

Did Krishna Push FOr War? .......ceeeerereeeeeieeenesesesesessesesesesssesens 77
Acts t0 the COntrary ...t 77
Ranchor — Walking Away From Battle .........c.coveveviininiiieniiiiciccencnnn, 78
Peace AmDbassador .......cccueeeeeivreieeiiieeeeeieeereeteeeeesaeeesessesesesssseesssssssesesssses 79

Dwaraka — A Short Lived City ......cccocveineieneinciieieiicinesensineinnes 81

Krishna Lingers On ... sississsinsissssssssssssasssssens 83
Keeping Values ALIVE ......ccouiiiuieiiiiiniiiiiicicicecscesnen s 83
Udupi — An Idol to Rekindle Memories.........covivueiiiniininiiniiinieiisinienenns 84
Dakor — An Idol to Rule The Hearts.........ccocveevueeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerenennns 85
Puri— An Idol with Remains........ccccueeeeevveereiieeieecieeeeeieeeeeceeeeeecseeesessneens 87
Guruvayur - An Idol That Predates Krishna........ccccccevcevenincnincncnncnencnnenn. 89
A DNA that Retraces Lineage ........ccoceeuevuevueveivuininininniiniiniinncncncnensinnens 90

Fact Versus FICHION ..ttt re e ne e 93
Fact Stranger than Fiction ..., 93
Dhritarashtra, only a regent ........cccceeeeeiiiiiiniinininincccciennes 93

Historical Krishna - Facets of Krishna



Duryodhana, not a lawful heir......c.coccoviviriiniiniinincnininniiiicnccncnenene, 94

Duryodhana, the good administrator..........ccouevvevveverenenniiniinnenenenenennnne 94
Duryodhana’s MOVES .......ccceviiriiiiiriininiiiiiiiiicscncncssssssesessessessesssanes 95
Shakuni, initially ot devious .......cccecevviriiiiniiniininininiiircceneens 95
Pandava’s strength through Allies ........ccovevviviinininninninniiniinicnincncneinns 96
Draupadi’s Marriage to the 5 Pandava 98
More than a 5000 Year Lineage...........c.cccccuiueisneiurincssssscssennns 103
The Yadava 103
Krishna — Historical or Divine? ........cccoecveneuveenenerncrncneensensensennennne 107
Historicity and DIVINIty .....ccoouevuivuininininiiiiiiiccccnnncnceeenesens 107
An Avatara 108

Purpose of Krishna’s Birth

Bhu Bhara Haranam.............
Bhu Bhara Haranam in Context
Krishna's Messages..........ccuiimimrinimimessessssssssssssssssssssessssnes 113
Duty Without Any Expectations ..........ccccoeviveniiincnniineniiinnensicnseninennes 113
Failure, Not An Excuse For Not Trying........ccoccevevivivniincniininicnenincne 114
EPIlOGUE ..ottt 117
Krishna, A Timeless Personage .........ccccoviviiiniiiiiniinninciicicicicncnne 117
Krishna, the Divine.........
Allin All, Historical...........
Diffidence to Confidence

Contents

5



