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Hari says that to start with he has a
problem with the word believer. A
believer is only for Islam and
Christianity, the Abrahamic faith.
We do not have believers. We are
seekers and that is the
fundamental difference.

Also Read | Only a believer could have challenged Sabarimala ban, the
greatest judge can't match peoples' voice

A believer is an idea that is thrust upon you. You believe it whether it is
wrong or right. You believe it whether you like it or not. We are people who
seek. Hence, believer is not the right word to use, he also says. Hari also
says that the term Hinduism was brought in by the British and cemented by
the Supreme Court.

Shad Madham:

Prior to that we had something called Shad Madham. There are six ways of
religion that we have- Sauram, Saktham, Ganapathyam, Kaumaram,
Shaivism and Vaishanavam. These were the six religions that India had.
Shad Madham is concept from the times of Adi Shankar, who lived around
540 DCE. This means this concept has been in India for about 2,400 years
and more.
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This means there were six different
temple worshippers. There are two
things that however crept in
between. One was animal sacrifice
and the other was the caste based
debarring of entry into the
temples. Both have been rightfully

removed, Hari says. The way how — -
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moss collects in stagnant water, in this case these two aberrations creep in,
which should be periodically removed.

Each of these denominations had their temples and the Constitution allows
denomination temples and the right to practise the denominational
practises, Hari explains. There were temples part of these six
denominations and there are also temples outside these denominations.

Also Read | Sabarimala verdict: Supreme Court says no urgent hearing
on review plea

The Sabarimala Temple has a combination of both Vaishanvism and
Shavism because there is a combination of both Shiva and Vishu in Lord
Ayyappa. Denomination can be any of the six or a combination of the six or
any type beyond the six. Each also has the right to their denominational
practises as enshrined in the Constitution.

The caste system:

Like the term Hinduism, the caste system was introduced by the British.
Prior to the caste system we had a 'Jaathi Vrna' system. The word Jaathi
comes from the word Janam, which speaks about birth. Vrna is not about
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Conscious decision not says.
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events amid COVID-19, In this the girl gets to chose and as we say in Hindi, Var Doodna (find the
gﬂuartz\?afg O pica by groom). It is the girl who has the choice and not the boy. That is why it
called Swayamvar where the girl is the final person who makes the choice.
These are the features and facets of the Indian thought, Hari further adds.

This is very much like how the animal kingdom also functions. The tigress
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Equality is a very western concept imposed on India. In the West women
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Sama on the other hand means equal in India. Each has a function and role
to play, but the fact is that they are not equal to you, but complimentary to
you. Even the third gender Napumsaka has a role to play, Hari adds.

Hari says, even the West today is slowly moving away from equality and
going towards complimentary. For them, this move is new and post-
modern, while we in India have been speaking this complimentary nature
for 1,000s of years.

Imposing equality:
Imposing the concept of equality is just a passing phase. All such
movements are fads and the equality movement will over the next few

decades become complimentary. Equality is not natural, but complimentary
is. Imposed thoughts have had their run and failed, Hari also says.

Sabarimala the denomination temple:

Commenting on the Sabarimala issue, Hari says that one must understand
the core idea before an opinion is framed. Opinion on a denomination
temple such as Sabarimala should not and cannot be formed on the basis
of a western thought that has been imposed on India erroneously.

When we have a complimentary nature and a denomination temple, then
such temples have the right to frame their own rules, within the ethos of
civilisation, which is over many 1,000s of years old. At the same time it is
also ensured that it is not grossly ultra virus to the Constitution, which is
just 70 years old. There is a need to balance both.

Also Read | All you need know about the Sabarimala temple

Sanskrit and Samskriti have similar routes. The word Samksrit comes from
the words Sams and Krit, which means good or well and to do respectively.
We call our ethos and practise as Sanskriti, which means a job well done
and which has honed well over time, Hari also says.
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These regional process are honed through regional needs. We cannot have

one rule that fits all of India. A rule in Kerala cannot be imposed in
SPONSORED CONTENT Mizoram. This is because the geography and topography is different. This
was recognised across the land.

While we have the Kalachar (Culture) concept common to the land, we also f\
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The Namboodri who does the puja at Sabarimala does so where the upper
torso is bare bodied. Whereas the same Namboodri who performs the puja

at the Badrinath temple, high in the Himalayas is fully clothed, with a CARISMA MEANS
sweater on and also wears socks. This is the Desachar, which is based on
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the local needs and topography etc. It is a judicious mix of Desachar and
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The problem is not with menstruating women. It is a biological concept and

a pro-creative aspect of nature. Some people take vows and in this case it is

a vow to keep away from the fertile face of womanhood. Basically this has

nothing to do with menstruating. As long as the vow does not hurt another 5
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Take such a Vrata or vow is part of the Indian practise. Such vows are taken

by different religions across the world in different times and ways. Vrata is

also a part of humanity and hence taking one is not wrong.
Also Read | Sabarimala verdict will impact other religious places of DEL 76/2 (11.0)
worship, says activist IN PLAY

4 https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstD11gOVID-nfAKA]Zrm FVkbSRaClMyvuTGDyS5G1QLCHUp075iZpLlaYYSNwtkGekEqmDHGYWQX3a3B3WKnRMkoV_uh0GDintLzyfIVKjleb6FkFISyY-uQh2oYRRTW2q1FivPNmLIxIVURZ2AYDj68hO35RuApoGx205hF5R ¢



SPONSORED CONTENT

<

Earn 672,452 Rupees Per IR §1d 34 @1 1
Month With Amazon
Shares, $200 Minimum
Investment.

FRA ADT Rs. 1999

Here are 4 things you Gils',lasaffﬁas@m
can do to add to your TR WIS A B AR
festive joys RS 2200 &

American Lottery Known A Joyful Journey of
for 210,000 Crores Crafts with Asian Paints.
Jackpot Comes to India  Lets Cr-8!

Fuelled by adgebra «4

Diversity is not about just wearing coloured dresses. It is also in practises
and as long as it does not abuse somebody it is part of diversity. That is why
India respects diversity and it is to celebrate this that we have such
denomination temples, Hari also says.

Delhi cannot decide:

Hari says, a few in Delhi cannot sit and decide everything. One needs to
know the local practises of land.

You cannot impose a post Victorian thought of equality on a practise that
has honed over 1,000s of years and which is a part of Sanskriti and also the
concept of denominational temples, Hari says.

A temple in Chennai would have a different practise from the one in
Mangalore even tough both are of the same latitude. The practises are
different. Chennai faces the east coast and the pattern of the monsoon is
different there. Mangalore faces the west coast and the gradient is different
there, Hari says while adding that each place is bound to have a different
practise. Hence we have the concept of denominational temples and
Desachar.

Also Read | Despite review petition, Kerala government to implement
Sabarimala verdict

The upswell of the peoples' reaction post the verdict needs to be given
cognisance to as the land is made up of people and made for them. This is
what amounts to a democracy. The so-called objected party ie the women
have come out in largest possible numbers in village after village, town
after town and city after city speaking for maintaining the Vrata of Ayyappa.
Hence the so called objected gender sees no problem in observing of the
Vrata, Hari also says.
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