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New Delhi, Jan 29: A petition questioning a Sanskrit prayer in Kendriya g OFF

Vidyalaya was referred to a five-judge Bench of the Supreme Court. The
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petition questioned the daily singing of Asato Ma Sadgamaya. The court
said that the petition raises questions of seminal importance as to the
correct interpretation of Article 28(1).
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The court deiced to go ahead and hear the petition, despite Solicitor
General, Tushar Mehta telling the court that the prayer has no religious
connotation and is secular in nature.
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W To understand the prayer better

and the deeper issue behind it,
Onelndia spoke with D K Hari, the
co-founder and author, who runs,
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finer points, let us see what the
prayer is and what it says when
translated into English.
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Asato ma sadgamaya (From ignorance, lead me to truth)

Tamaso ma jyotirgamaya ( From darkness, lead me to light)
Mrtyorma amrtam gamaya ( From death, lead me to immortality)
Om shanti shanti shanti (Om peace peace peace)

D K Hari asks, first of all what is the quotation. It says lead us from darkness
to light. Lead us to knowledge, lead us from despair to hope. It is all very
positive in nature. The prayer setts a framework in mind for a student to
come there for the sake of knowledge to a school and seek knowledge in
the right framework of mind.

It does not speak of divinity or any religion. It basically says, ' take us from
ignorance to knowledge.' It is as simple as that.

This is a timeless saying from across religions, across countries, across
civilisation. The student, a seeker who is dwelling himself in knowledge,
seeking to pray to the divine to show the path to tread from ignorance to
knowledge. That knowledge in turn leads you to greater path all way up to
immortality, not of the body, but that of the soul, Hari explains.

Where is the religious
connotation?
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Hari asks, where is the question of
religion coming into this. There is
no issue with the quotation as
such, It does not speak about 'A'
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prayer in the morning as it is






